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PREFACE. 



Difficulties incident to a colony, and to clerical life 
in a colonial country parish, have hitherto prevented 
the accomplishment of a desire which was suggested 
some years since by the brother-soldier who kindly 
supplied the writer with the interesting particulars of 
the last moments of the subject of this narrative, and 
the extracts from hi§ journal. The little book has 
at length been prepared for the press, during intervals 
of leisure which have seldom occurred ; and it is now 
sent forth to the world, with an earnest prayer, that 
" the short and simple annals " of a Christian soldier's 
experience, during the eight years of his spiritual Hfe 
in the Australian colonies and in India, may be made 
profitable, not only in the army, but to members of 
society generally, in the different professions and ranks 
of life. The narrative is given as much as possible in 
his own words, and the extracts from his letters have 
been copied literally, with the exception of occasional 
alterations in the spelling. The parts omitted contain 
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aUosions either to the minister who was instrumental 
in leading him to Christ, or to some local matters 
which would not be interesting to the public. 

May the Divine Head of the Church be graciously 
pleased to bless an attempt which has been begun, 
continued, and ended in Him ; and to Him may all 
praise be ascribed. 

Pebtb, Tasmania, JvAy 1860l 
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CHAPTER I. 



^trij^, ^nBvxwxh. 



A SINKEB SAVED BT GRACE. 

Against myself, lo ! freely I confess, 

I am the greatest sinner ever was. 
My daily trespasses are numberless, 

I cannot bear their burden. Oh, alas I 
Woe 's me that ever I did giye consent 

To do those things for which my soul doth moan. 
Woe 's me that I have been so negligent 

To leaye undone the things I ought t' have done. 
Ah, Lord ! behold my anguish, see my pain, 

My contrite heart and groans with pity hear ; 
And what I do not merit to obtain 

Give for the merits of my Saviour dear. 
E'en grace to leave my sin and cleave to Thee, 
And that Thy peace may ever dwell with me. 

Ancient Devotional Poetry. 



V 



How various are the operations of Divine grace in 
leading sinners "from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God/' Some are startled by the 
lightning flash, and the deep rolling thunder of Divine 
judgment Others are attracted by love, and melted 
into contrition by the still small voice of redeeming 
mercy. In some cases the struggle is long and violent. 
Every inch of ground appears to be contested by a 
subtle and powerful enemy. Others yield almost im- 
perceptibly to the " cords of a man,"' and gradually step 
into the light and liberty of the gospel. In most places 
where the means of grace have been enjoyed for some 
years, the congregation nimibers among its members 
youthful believers, who have grown up under spiritual 
influences, and have realised the happy results of early 
training in " the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; " 
but, sometimes, when an irreligious course has been 
chosen by the perverseness of the human will, those 
who resisted conviction at home and in early life, are 
made willing to embrace the invitations of the gospel, 
and enabled to live a life of faith among strangers in a 
distant land, under circumstances the most adverse to 
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the growth of piety — ^those circumstances being made 
instrumental in effecting the triumph of Divine grace. 

Such was the experience of John Wilcox, the subject 
of the following memoir. He was first brought under 
the immediate notice of the writer, a few weeks pre- 
vious to the first confirmation which was held in the 
village of Perth, near Launceston, after the arrival of 
the Bishop of Tasmania, when, in accordance with an 
invitation which was particularly addressed to the 
junior members of the congregation, he presented 
himself as a candidate for that interesting, though too 
often much-abused rite. The appearance of a soldier 
under such circumstances was unusual : but his motive 
was clear, his desires were evidently spiritual, and he 
had formed a correct conclusion with respect to the 
meaning of confirmation. 

He said that he regarded it as a profession which the 
Church required to be made previous to admission to 
the communion, and that he desired fully to ratify all 
the baptismal promises, and to "join himself to the 
Lord in a perpetual covenant, which should not be for- 
gotten." He was, therefore, at once received with a 
hearty welcome, and, after attending the preparatory 
meetings for prayer and spiritual instruction, he was 
confirmed and admitted to *'the Lord's table." His 
previous history shall be given in his own words. Al- 
luding some time after, when he was stationed in an- 
other colony, to the wonderful mercies which he had 
experienced, he wrote, — " I have often been so affected 
by sermons before I went to Perth, that I have cried 
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till the tears have run down my cheeks^ that I have 
been compelled to wipe them from my eyes with my 
handkerchief; but I have gone out of church, and 
Satan has taken away the seed out of my heart. I 
have had religious impressions on me from the time^ 
that I was fourteen years old. But still I loved my 
sins too well to part with them. One of Watts' hymns 
is very applicable to my experience. I can truly say 
with the poet — 

' Where vice has held its empire long 

'Twill not endure the least control ! 
None but a power divinely strong 
Can turn the current of the souL 

* Great God ! I own Thy power divine 

That work'd to change this heart of mine. 
I would be form'd anew, and bless 
The wonders of creating grace.' 



* tt 



Further particulars are detailed in another letter from 
the same place : — " The free grace of God has followed 
me all my days. Often when I was dead in trespasses 
and sins, has He called me when I would not hear ; 
and at the time when I was sent to Perth, I would 
have done almost anything rather than have gone. But 
the day of grace was drawing near, the day when my 
hard heart was to bow to the Lord of Hosts. After I 
had been at Perth a few days, I had a pass to go to 
Launceston, and while at Launceston, I borrowed money 
on purpose to remain absent But the Lord, in mercy, 
sent three of my comrades to the house where I was. 
When I told them my intentions, they prevailed on me 
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to go back to my detachment, and accompanied me two 
miles on the road, and I had not been back but a few 
days, when you gave out notice that a confirmation was 
to take place. Conscience told me that I ought to be 
confirmed. I went the same evening and spoke to you 
on the subject. The result you know." 

The sincerity of his profession soon became apparent 
in the influence which he was enabled to exercise over 
his comrades in the detachment, two of whom, the cor- 
poral and another private, were induced to accompany 
him to a Bible-class which was held every week at the 
minister's house. They also became communicants, and 
the three continued to attend the Bible-class as regu- 
larly as their duties would allow, while they remained 
at PertL When another detachment was sent to re- 
lieve them, the friends were separated, and Wilcox 
was sent with another party to (Jeorge Town, near the 
mouth of the river Tamar. 



CHAPTER II. 



(BtoxQt ^obm, Casmania* 



THE BEUEYEB TRIBD AND FOUND FAUHPUL. 

Be sober^ then, be yigilant ; forbear 

To hope or covet ought beyond thy sphere ; 

Only be strong to labour, and allow 

Thy Master 8 will to appoint thee vJtere and how. 

Serve God ! and winter's cold or summer's heat, 

The breezy mountain or the dusly street, — 

Scene, season, circumstance, alike shall be 

His welcome ministers of joy to thee. 



1 



His removal to George Town was the occasion of 
much grief to Wilcox at first, for there was no resi- 
dent minister in the neighbourhood, and few of the 
inhabitants appeared to be religiously disposed; but 
he was reminded, that in the path of duty he might 
always expect the supply of all his need, and that very 
possibly he would make better progress, and enjoy more 
perfect communion with God in a place where the 
want of human means would compel him to apply 
directly to the Fountain Head, and depend entirely 
upon the Divine promises. 

And this anticipation was realised. He had not 
been long at George Town before his growth in grace 
became apparent, and his ''works of faith and labours 
of love " evidenced his " election of God." The writer 
frequently heard from visiters to that township of a 
"pious soldier'' who was doing so much good in the 
place, and particularly of his unremitting attention to 
a poor old blind man who resided there, supported by 
charity. His comrades in the detachment were induced 
to meet together for Scripture-reading. At first they 
were timid, and felt restrained. They could not ven- 
ture to pray. Soon, however, all difficulty was re- 
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moved — greater liberty was enjoyed, and these meet- 
ings became most profitable means of grace. 

Hearing that a teetotal society was established at 
Perth, Wilcox suggested a movement of the same kind 
at George Town ; and leading the way by example as 
well as by precept, he was enabled to gather round 
him a band of total abstainers, who exercised a con- 
siderable influence in the neighbourhood. Some of 
his comrades had previously joined the Launceston 
teetotal society. 

It was very satisfactory to his friends, who had 
watched the commencement of his Christian course, 
and who now observed his progress from a distance, to 
see with what simple faith and decisive energy he took 
up and maintained this important Christian duty as 
soon as it was clearly laid before him. His letters at 
this time became deeply interesting. 

"Gborqib Town, V. D. Land, I5th October 1844. 

"Eev. Sib, — .... I only remained in Laimceston 
seventeen days. I was then sent to this place ; but I 
am sorry to inform you there is no means of grace 
here, only what we have among ourselves. There are 
only seven of us here altogether, but, thank the Lord, 
there is one of them a very pious young man, and I 
think the Lord is doing much with some of the others. 
All of us that are off duty spend a part of each even- 
ing in reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, and 
singing praises to His name who merits all our love. 
We have not yet begun to pray together, but I trust, 
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ere I write to you again, we shall have begun that 
duty ; but we do not like to make too rash a begin- 
ning ; but I pray for the Lord to assist us in bringing 
them to Him. I have not heard so much as an oath 
since I came here. I thank the Lord that I grow in 
grace, but sometimes doubts and fears arise ; but then 
I look to Jesus, and think of what He has done and 
suffered for me, and pray Him to remove all doubts 
and fears away. Then my hopes enlarge. I praise 
the Lord continually for what He has done for me. I 
often wonder when I look back and see what a horrible 
pit I have been pulled out. of, and wonder how I could 
have been so long blind. But the day of grace had 
not arrived ; but the Lord be praised it has now ar- 
rived, and through the instrumentality of your hands 
and spiritual advice. To Jesus be all the praise. 
There was a sermon preached here on last Sunday, 
and is to be every second Sunday, but I was not able 
to attend, being on duty. I pray to the Lord at all 
times to send a faithful minister to this place, for he is 
most required here. I have not partaken of the Lord's 
Supper since I left Perth ; but my heart was present 
on the last occasion. I am greatly at a loss for books 
here ; but, praise the Lord, I have the key of know- 
ledge, and may the Lord give me grace therein to look 
and to understand, and to teach me the truth as it is 
in Jesus. Sir, I now conclude. May God give you 
every spiritual and temporal blessing is the sincere 
wish of your unworthy servant. 

"P./S.-r-Please to remember me in your prayers." 
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"Gboege Town, llth March 1845. 

" Eev. Sir, — .... It was very good of the Lord 
to remove me from Perth, and to send me to Gleorge 
Town; for being here deprived from the means of 
grace, it has occasioned me to put my whole trust in 
the Lord, and I have found Him an all-suflScient 
Saviour in every time of need. I have been labouring 
under deep convictions of sin since I came to George 
Town, and the Spirit of God has been working sur- 
prisingly with me, and Satan has often suggested to 
me that I shall not be able to obtain the blessing I am 
in search of. But blessed be the name of God, He has 
given us the victory through Christ over Satan and all 
other spiritual enemies. I am still able to continue in 
prayer and watching unto the same. The Lord has 
answered my prayers in a surprising manner lately, in 
supplying me with several books and other means of 
improving my spiritual information. We had the 
Lord's Supper administered here on Sunday the 2d 
inst. This was in direct answer to prayer, for this has 
been my constant prayer since ever I came to George 
Town, and I trust I received a great blessing in those 
emblems of my Saviour's dying love. I am determined, 
with the grace of God, to forget at all- times those 
things that are behind, and to stretch forward to those 
things that are in front. If I perish, it shall be at the 
foot of the cross ; but I am persuaded, He that has pro- 
mised is faithful, and will not let any perish that come 
unto Him. 

" Rev. Sir, — Please to remember me at the throne of 
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grace. Me and my pious comrade have established 
prayer-meetings thr^e nights in the week, and some- 
times one or two more of our comrades join in with us, 
and I hope the Lord will make them a blessing to each 
of our souls. My whole desire is to see the kingdom 
of heaven increasing, and to hear of souls being 
brought to the love of God through the all-sufficient 
blood of Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son." 

" Gboboe Town, Zlst December 1845. 

" Eev. Sie, — I take the liberty of writing these few 
lines to you in answer to yours of the 23d inst, and 
to return you thanks for your kindness in letting me 
know of the death of my friend and much-beloved 
brother in Christ Jesus.* Poor Edward, he suffered 
much during his long and severe affliction. Nothing 
but Divine grace could have enabled him to endure with 
such patience as he did such severe trials as he had to 
encounter. But blessed be God, his sufferings are all 
over, and he is now enjoying the crown which will 
far surpass all he suffered under the cross he bore here : 
the goodness of the Lord in giving him the use of his 
speech previous to His taking him to Himself, and 
enabling him to declare to all around •the blessings of 
religion when struggling with the last enemy. But 

* A deeply afflicted sufferer, poor in tliia world but rich in faith, 
whom Wilcox used often to visit when he was stationed at Perth, 
and with whom he constantly corresponded after his removal to 
George Town. His letters to this poor afflicted brother were 
handed over to the writer among other papers which were found 
in Edward's room when his cross was exchanged for a crown. 
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blessed be God, who hath given him the victory 
through Jesus Christ our blessed Lord and most 
gracious Saviour. What encouragement has this been 
to me to continue instant in prayer, and to watch it 
the same with thanksgiving. At the time I received 
your letter a heavy cloud of doubts and fears in 
respect to my eternal welfare hung over my head ; but 
blessed be God, who always provides me with a shower 
of heavenly grace when thus the enemy begins to 
reason with me. But with all his reasonings and fiery 
darts, the Lord still enables me to trust in Him, and 
to shew forth His praise ; for I am persuaded, that 
nothing shall separate me from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. The rural dean* was 
here, and administered both the sacraments ; — that of 
the Lord^s Supper in the morning, which was a great 
feast for us, and, I believe, will ever be remembered by 
me, for the sermon was so adapted to the occasion. 
The text was taken from Exodus xii. 25-27, by which 
his reverence shewed us the meaning of the Lord's 
Supper under four different headings — 1st, That it was 
to commemorate the dying love of our blessed Lord ; 
2d, That it is a communion whereby all true believers 
shew their unioif one in another, and all one in Christ ; 
3d, That it is a sacrament or vow by which we shew 
our allegiance to the Lord; and •4th, That it is an 
antepast or foretaste of the heavenly kingdom. In the 
evening, the sacrament of baptism, and there was close 
on twenty children baptized ; and my sincere prayer 

* Rev. R. R Davies, now Archdeacon of Hobart Town. 
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was, that they might be all faithfnl soldiers of Christ 
unto their lives' end The text in the evening was 
from Genesis iv. 3-6 ; by which he shewed us the dif- 
ference between formality and true godliness ; and may 
the Lord, of His infinite goodness, grant to me the 
power of godliness, and true piety, and holiness, for I 
know without it no one shall see the Lord. Bev. Sir, 
I would thank you for your advice on the following 
circumstance, which often gives me great uneasiness 
and much remorse of conscience. Having been credited 
with 10s. in a mistake some time since, and the person 
to whom the money should have been credited has now 
left the regiment, having been sent home invalided 
about twelve months since, and not having had any 
way of communicating to him since the Lord shewed 
me that I had been guilty of a great sin by so doing, 
and I now wish to make restitution for the wrong I 
have been guilty of, for I shall never see him any more, 
I am afraid, in this world, and shall never be able to 
repay the money to him to whom it is due. The man 
is the same name as me, and that is how the mistake 
occurred.*' 

The subject here alluded to involved some diificulty. 
It was communicated to the Lieutenant-Colofiel, and 
the best arrangement was made under the circum- 
stances. One result immediately followed. The sin- 
cerity of the Christian soldier was proved. His piety 
was evidently no empty profession. His conscience 
was tender, and he desired in all things to forsake sin 
and follow Christ. In the following month he wrote 
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upon the same subject: — "In respect to what you 
mentioned in your letter respecting the matter of 
making restitution, please to speak to the Colonel 
about it> and ascertain if the person is yet discharged, 
or if there is any way in which the money can be 
returned to him, for it is my sincere wish that he 
should get it; and in respect to its being done in 
private, I care not who knows about it, for I seek not 
the praise of man, but the praise which cometh from 
God only." .... 

In this letter, dated July 19, 1846, he mentions the 
commencement of a teetotal society at Greorge Town : 
— " According to your wishes I have enrolled my name 
in the pledge of total abstinence, and the remainder of 
my comrades here, who are teetotallers, have done the 
same. We are all pledged men but one, and I hope, 
with the blessing of Grod, soon to have him added to 
our number. I have received the names of four of the 
inhabitants, and have no doubt but more will come 
forward; and one of my comrades has now, for the 
first time, enroUed his name among us, making five in 
all whose names have not yet appeared in the cause in 
Launceston. I am happy to hear that the sergeant 
and corporal, at present stationed at Perth, are members 
of the teetotal society, and that the former attends 
the Monday evening prayer-meeting, and I hope the 
Lord will reveal to him the truth as it is in Jesus ! '* 



CHAPTER IIL 



iohwd Cofon, Casmania. 



NEW PRIVILEGES, WITH FURTHEE TRIALS. 

Bb brave, my brother I 
He whom thou servest slights 

Not e'en His weakest one ; ^ 

No deed, though poor, shall be forgot. 

However feebly done. 
The prayer, the wish, the thought. 

The faintly spoken word, 
The plan that seem'd to come to nought. 

Each has its own reward. 

B(mar. 



B 



In September 1846 WUcox was removed to Hobart 
Town, where he found new trials, but many Christian 
privileges which greatly refreshed his souL About 
three weeks after his arrival there he wrote : — " I find a 
great deal of difierence here to what I have been accus- 
tomed to since first I began to seek the Lord. Cursing 
and swearing around me on every side, which often 
causes me to lift up my heart to God in silent prayer 
for their conversion ; and occasionally an opportunity 
occurs that I can speak to some of them about their 
everlasting welfare ; and occasionally I can persuade 
some of them to accompany me to the means of grace ; 
and I am happy to infonn you that I have found one 
who is of the same mind as myself, and as often as 
opportunity oflFers we are together, exhorting and en- 
couraging each other in our glorious warfare. I often 
attend on the Wesleyan ministry, and am about to join 
in class with them. There is a means of grace con- 
nected with this Society every day in the week, Thurs- 
day excepted. I know that I must have something 
more than the means, for the form is not the power ; 
but in these means I often find my heart drawn up to 
Qod in Christ, that I am constrained to say — 
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' Mj wining soul would stay 
In Bach a frame as this. 
And sit and sing itself away 
To everlasting bUss.' 

The reason I am abont to join the Wesleyan Society is 
on account of the want of means in the Established 
Church. I know that it matters not to what society 
we belong, but all that love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity and truth, and continue His faithful soldiers 
until death, shall dwell with Him for ever. And the 
Lord knows that my desire is to love Him with all my 
heart, and with all my soul ; and if I know anything 
of my heart at present, this is my sincere desire. I 
often feel so full of the power of God the Spirit on my 
heart that I know not how to thank Him for all His 
mercies to me, the many dangers He has brought me 
through, and that instead of my now being in hell, 
where I deserve to be, I am a member of the Church 
of Christ on earth at present, and hope, through His 
grace alone, after a few more days* and nights' watching 
here on earth, to dwell with Him for ever in the abodes 
of bKss. And this hope fills me with that peace of 
mind which passes all understanding. May the Lord, 
of His infinite goodness, keep me truly humble and 
thankful for all His love to me. I received the tracts 
you sent me, and according to your instructions have 
kept them, and am endeavouring to do good with 
them. They are continually laying on the shelf for the 
use of such as like to read them, and I have left some 
on guard ; and may the Lord bless the reading of them 
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to many souls is the sincere prayer of my heart. .... 
I have had the pleasure of being at two teetotal meet- 
ings in Hobart Town. I bless God that ever he put 
it into my heart to become a teetotaller, and with His 
divine help I will continue so until death. I have 
nothing more to say at present, but shall feel very 
happy to receive a letter from you at any time you can 
make it convenient to write. I now conclude ; and 
may the Lord whom you seiTe sanctify you wholly, 
and preserve you and yours, spirit, soul, and body, in 
this world, and finally bring you all to His everlasting 
rest, is the constant prayer of your humble servant in 
Christ, John Wilcox." 

This letter was answered immediately. It appeared 
to the writer that a word of advice was needful, with 
respect to a step which involved a decided secession 
from the Church of England, under whose ministrations 
Wilcox had received the first principles of the gospel, 
and the chief part of his subsequent instruction in god- 
liness. He was strongly dissuaded, therefore, from 
joining the Wesleyan Society as a member, though, at 
the same time, he was urged to profit by the means of 
grace provided by that body of Christians, and unite 
with them as far as he might be allowed to do so as a 
member of the Chm*ch of England. It was argued — 
(1.) That "the want of means" in one locality, espe- 
cially when he was only sojourning there as a soldier, 
was not a sufficient reason to justify secession from the 
Church, within whose pale he had been called of God, 
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and in whose ordinances be had been devoted to the 
Lord. (2.) That it would be likely to hinder his pro- 
gress in grace, by unsettling his mind upon some points 
in which he was now established, and which hitherto 
had been proved to be most profitable to him. (3.) 
That if, as a soldier, he once adopted the principle of 
secession upon such ground, he might have occasion to 
change his particular position in connexion with the 
Church of Christ at almost every place to which he 
might be sent ; he would never feel settled, and would 
most probably experience the truth of an old sajring, 
that " a rolling stone gathers no moss." By way of illus- 
tration, it was observed, that possibly at his next station 
the only means of grace would be offered him in con- 
nexion with some other body of Christians ; and then, if 
subsequently he should be ordered to India, he might 
find there faithful ministers of the Church of England, 
and the best means in connexion with that Church. In 
which case he would regret that he had ever seceded 
from her communion and unsettled his mind by adopt- 
ing the peculiarities of the Wesleyan Society. 

This advice, which was prayerfully suggested, was 
received by the Christian soldier in the same spirit, and 
his next letter acknowledged with thankfulness the 
overruling providence of God, which had remarkably 
interfered to prevent his taking such an injudicious 
step. The letter in question has been unfortunately 
lost, but the writer well remembers the particulars 
mentioned in it. It stated, that his joining in class, 
on the occasion alluded to in his letter, was pre- 
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vented by the accidental circumstance of the room being 
required that evening for some other purpose ; that 
when it was arranged that he should join another class, 
which was to be assembled in a private house, this also 
was rendered impracticable by the sudden illness of the 
mistress of the house, which necessitated the postpone- 
ment of the class ; and that, in the meantime, the ar- 
rival of a letter from his pastor convinced him of his 
error, so that he at once signified to his Wesleyan friends 
his determination only to unite with them in those ser- 
vices which he could be permitted to enjoy as a mem- 
ber of the Church of England. The wisdom of this 
resolution was soon more fully realised, when, on his 
removal to Western Australia, he found that the Chris- 
tian brethren with whom he could enjoy the most pro- 
fitable communion were members of different churches, 
and chiefly of the Congregational or Independent deno- 
mination. This experience, too, when he was subse- 
quently ordered to India, most remarkably confirmed 
the anticipations which were suggested to him at Ho- 
bart Town, for, on arriving in Calcutta, he was imme- 
diately associated with a number of excellent men, pious 
members of the Church of England, under the spiritual 
care of a faithful chaplain. 



CHAPTEE IV. 



W&tBitm %nBixidxn. 



ACTIVE ZEAL IN A DIFFEBENT SPHERE OF LABOUR. 

" I LOTS to think of Thee, 
gentle Saviour, full of grace and love ! — 



I love to follow Thee 

In every step which Thou hast mark'd to tread : 

Thy bright example sweetly lureth me 

To keep the ranks which Thou hast nobly led. 

Onwards I press, thougji rough the way may be, 

For every moment brings me nearer Thee. 



The distance to which Wilcox was now removed, and 
the irregularity of the communication between Western 
Australia and Tasmania, occasioned many interruptions 
in the correspondence which had been so frequent 
hitherto ; but his letters, as they arrived from time to 
time, gave evidence of continued progress. Change of 
place, and of circumstances, so far from retarding, had 
manifestly promoted his growth in grace. 

Writing on the 24th September 1847, some months 
after his arrival at his new station, he observed — 
"When I look back upon my past life and conduct 
against my blessed Eedeemer, I am lost in wonder and 
amazement that He has spared me to see in some de- 
gree the evil of sin, and to cause me to seek an interest 
in His blood. Oh that 1 could feel this more and more. 
I have often to grieve at my coldness and ingratitude 
even in my holy things. I often find that when I 
would do good, evil is present with me. Often when 
I bow before the throne of grace, I find my thoughts 
would carry me away into the world, or be occupied in 
some other way than be steadily engaged in the work 
of prayer. This I believe to be the enemy of my soul 
endeavouring to gain an advantage over me, and to try 



28 THE SUCCESSFUL POLE-CLIMBER. 

to keep me from worshipping the Lord of Hosts in 
spirit and in truth. But blessed be God, who knoweth 
the hearts of all men, and He knows that I love Him 
above all things, and that I long to love Him more, 
I have learned by experience that the Christian's life is 
one continual warfare, and that its enemies are very 
powerful : for we wrestle not against flesh and blood 
only, but against principalities and powers, against the 
Prince of the power of the air and all his legion. But 
blessed be God, we go not forth to war against him in 
our own might, but in the might of the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of the army of Israel, who is able to deliver us 
out of their hand, were they as strong and as powerful 
again. Eev. Sir, I cannot but be thankful to you for 
your friendly advice. The Lord should at all times be 
consulted in everything we take in hand to perform. 
But I fear I am too impatient, and would rather have 
things as I sometimes think would be best ; but may 
the Lord pardon me in this thing, and enable me to 
say at all times, Thy will be done, and not the will of 
my sinful nature. I do bless God, and can say with 
the Psalmist — ' The lines have fallen unto me in plea- 
sant places ; yea, I have a goodly heritage.' 

" I am happy to inform you that I have found some 
here who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and 
with those I have many sweet hours' conversation on 
the important truths of the gospel. I attend with the 
people I mentioned to you in my last at prayer-meet- 
ings, and commemorate with them the death of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ We celebrate 



T7ESTEBK AU8TBALIA. 29 

His dying love the first ^ Sunday of every month. It 
has only been administered twice to my knowledge 
since I came here, in the Church; but I shall ever 
consider myself a member of the Church of England 
wherever I go. I admire its discipline and liturgy, 
and consider its doctrines as truly scriptural Therein 
was I baptized ; thereip I renewed and confirmed these 
my baptismal vows ; and from the words which pro- 
ceeded from your lips, applied to my heart by the 
Holy Spirit, was I convinced of my lost and ruined 
state by nature and practice, and to feel my need of 
some One to save me from the wrath to come." 

Calling to remembrance the interesting period of 
his confirmation, and reviewing his subsequent life, he 
wrote again, in April 1848, — "Four years have now 
elapsed since I dedicated myself to the Lord, and rati- 
fied and confirmed my baptismal vows. When I look 
back upon the period that has elapsed since then, I 
find many things have been thought and said and 
done that should not, and many things have been 
omitted that ought to have been done. May the Lord 
enable me to be more earnest in prayer, and watchful 
unto the same, that I may be able to withstand all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one in future, and live more 
close to Him than I have done ! I long to be more 
like the blessed Jesus, to be more conformed to His 
divine will, and to be ready at all times to take up my 
cross and follow Him, and fight manfully under the 
same against the world, the flesh, and .the devil. I 
bless God that I have found wisdom's ways to be ways 
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of pleasantness, and all her paths to be paths of peace. 
I have found, indeed, that those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength. Christ is precious to ma 
When I view myself out of Christ, I am nothing but 
dark and benighted, miserable and wretched; but, 
clothed in the garments of His righteousness, I shall 
stand firm and stedfast when He comes in the clouds 
to call the nations of the earth to judgment. Oh, 
what an awful day will that be to those who have died 
without an interest in the blood and righteousness of 
Christ ! When I think of the way I have grieved the 
Spirit of Gk)d, I wonder that He has not cut me down 
as a cumberer of the ground. But the blessed Lord 
said, * Spare him yet another year, till I shall dig about 
him and dung him, and if he bear fruit, well ; if not, 
then cut him down/ Truly I may say with the 
Psalmist, * Goodness and mercy hath followed me all 
my days ; therefore will I praise His holy name all the 
days of my life.' I would not live one week as I used 
to do if any one could or would give me the whole 

world 

" I am sorry to hear the account you give of M . 

I have wrote to him since I came to Swan River, but I 
have not received any answer. I am afraid he is again 
seeking happiness where he never will find it. May 
God, of His infinite mercy, give him repentance unto 
life, not to be repented of ! May he be CDabled to see 
that without holiness no man shall see the Lord ! I 
bless God that two or three more of my comrades 
have taken up the cross to follow the Lord Jesus, and 
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to have no confidence in the flesh. May the Lord go 
forth in His gospel-chariot and bring in His wanderers 
to His fold!'' .... 

The importance of total abstinence from all intoxi- 
cating liquors, in a Christian point of view, had not 
been considered by the brethren with whom Wilcox 
was now associated. He wrote about this time, — " I 
am happy to see that so much good is being done by 
the teetotal societies throughout the world. I am 
sorry to inform you that there is no society here, 
neither is there any one who takes any interest in 
the cause/' He had great difficulty, therefore, in 
bringing it forward, and could only introduce it by de- 
grees. A society, however, was at length formed, which 
struggled on amid many discouragements for some 
time, but became thoroughly established and successfiQ, 
under the Divine blessing, before the removal of the 
detachment from the colony. In his last letter from 
Western Australia, he wrote, — " We had a teetotal tea- 
meeting on the 9th inst (May 1849), and it was well 
attended, and fifteen signed the pledge. I have sent 
you a copy of the hymns that were sung on the oc- 
casion, and two Records* I bless God that I have 
every reason to believe that this society is now well 
established, and has some very consistent members of 
different chifrches. The president is a candidate for 
the ministry in the Established Church of England, 
and is now a catechist^ and preaches at a small town 
caUed GuUdford." 

* A new periodical, published at Perth, Western Australia. 
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In this letter, which was written on the day previous 
to his embarkation for India» he alludes to a special 
answer to prayer, which had given him much en- 
couragement. The circumstance is worthy of a par- 
ticular notice, as affording an interesting illustration of 
the faithfulness of God, and of His peculiar care for 
those who humbly wait upon Him. When the order 
was issued for the removal of the 96th Regiment to 
India, it occurred to the writer that a few words of 
suitable advice might be profitable to Wilcox with 
reference to the dangers and duties, the trials and 
temptations, the sorrows and the joys incident to a 
soldier's life in that country. He prepared a letter 
therefore at once, which was conveyed, by the kind 

favour of Major C , who proceeded to Swan River 

to take charge of the detachment there, together with 
a small parcel of books and tracts. It was little 
thought at the time when this letter was written that 
Wilcox, in the spirit of prayer, was writing inquiries 
upon the particulars which were most carefully alluded 
to; but such was the case. A short time after the 
sailing of the vessel which conveyed the parcel, the 
writer was much refreshed by a letter from his fellow- 
soldier in Christ, as he was accustomed to call him, in 
which, after mentioning the change which he under- 
stood was about to take place, he asked for information 
respecting the climate of India, the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants, and the peculiar difficulties 
which he might expect to meet with. How gracious is 
the Lord ! How clearly He manifests himself to His 
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people as the Hearer of Prayer! "This poor man 
cried; and the Lord heard him." "0 Thou that 
hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come/' 
" Blessed is the man who trusteth in Him/' Wilcox 
thoroughly appreciated this "token for good" which 
the Most High was pleased to shew him. "I am 
thankful to you,*' he wrote, " for the advice you have 
given me on my going to India. I wrote to you in 
my last for this, and truly I can say, that * at the 
beginning of the supplication the commandment came 
•forth,' for your letter was written a few days before I 
wrote to you."' 



CHAPTER V. 



GEEAT CHANGES ; BUT FAITH AND LOVE STILL 
GROWING, AND STILL PRODUCTIVE. 

" Tis true their homes are beautiful : they seem 
Like earthly Edens. Hills and valleys teem 
With rich munificence : man's daily toil 
Seems scarcely needed there, so good the soil 
Yet vain all this, till something more be given — 
The gift of Christ, that better gift from heaven. 
Burden'd with sin, men groan they know not why ; 
Pine for a rest they find not, droop and die. 

Church Missionary Oleaner. 



t 



Wilcox's next letter was written in Calcutta. It 
described his first impressions on arriving in a country 
where the natives who crowd the streets are wholly 
given to idolatry, and expressed his fervent gratitude 
for the privileges which he and his pious comrades 
were enabled to enjoy, amid the abominations of 
heathenism, under the pastoral care of the Church of 
England chaplain. 

This letter has been lost ; but his subsequent com- 
munications have been carefully preserved, so that his 
experience in India may be recorded in his own words. 
This is the more desirable, because, after leaving Cal- 
cutta, he was induced to dissent from the Church of 
England, and take a step which the writer could not 
commend, though it did not detract from his affec- 
tionate regard for the Christian soldier, nor alter his 
opinion of his faith and love in Christ Jeisus. 

Wilcox, too, was still the same affectionate son in 
the faith — the same faithful and devoted soldier in the 
Christian army^^the same steadfast teetotaller; nay, 
more, he became more affectionate, more faithful, more 
decided, more conformed to Christ, more deeply rooted 
and grounded in love, though for a moment he was 
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induced to forget the advice of his first pastor, and 
reverse the apostolic rule, by returning to the entrance 
of the Christian course, and going back to the doctrine 
of baptism, which, with other first principles, he was 
instructed to leave behind. (Heb. vi. 1.) 

It appears that, on his arrival at Cawnpore, to which 
place his regiment proceeded from Calcutta, he became 
associated with some brethren of the Baptist com- 
munion, who sympathised with his views upon the 
subject of total abstinence, as well as with reference to 
the kingdom of God, and only diflfered from him upon 
one point, " the doctrine of baptisms/' It was natural 
that they should wish to lay before him what they 
understood to be the best information concerning this 
matter, and that he should be unsettled in mind when 
he saw their faith, and read the arguments which ex- 
plained their ideas. A report of the baptism of the 
Hon. and Eev. Baptist Noel, with the address which he 
delivered on that occasion, was placed in his hands. 
The result shall be given in his own words. The letter 
is transcribed entire, on account of the interesting and 
graphic description of men and things which he saw 
and heard in that land of heathen darkness, and the 
evidences of his deep humility and earnest piety which 
are so manifestly developed. The Christian reader 
will observe the fruits of the Spirit beautifully mani- 
fested. It is only to be regretted that, under such 
circumstances, the mind of an earnest believer should 
have been disturbed concerning a subject respecting 
which some of the best Christians have agreed to differ. 



/ 
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" Cawnpoee, Bengal, 16th May 1860. 

"Eev. Sir, — I again desire to trouble you with 
another of my poor letters. I write this in answer to 
two letters received from you ; one wrote on the 20th 
November 1849, the other on the 7th February 1850. 
The one wrote on the 7th of February I received on 
the 18th of April— that of the 20th November 1849 
I received on the 11th May 1850, both of which gave 
me much pleasure to hear of your welfare, and that 
God is still giving you power and strength to proclaim 
among men the unsearchable riches of Christ Go on, 
dear Sir, and prosper ; and I pray God to bless you in 
your work, and accompany the word spoken by you 
with power, so that sinners may be turned from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
I bless God that I am still in the land of the living, 
and, I hope, pressing towards the mark of the prize of 
my high calling of God in Christ Jesus, looking up- 
ward to heaven, and onward to eternal glory, constantly 
bearing in mind what I am seeking, and what I am 
encouraged to expect. May God grant me grace to go 
on from conquering and to conquer, until I come off 
more than conqueror through Him who hath loved me, 
and given HimseM for me! Since I wrote to you last, I 
have seen a great deal of the country, which has caused 
a great deal of joy and sorrow — joy, to think that I 
was bom in a Christian and Protestant country, and 
not in the land of blind idolatry — sorrow, to see so 
many thousands of my fellow-creatures led captive by 
Satan at his will, and worshipping idols of wood and 
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stone. I remained at Calcutta from the 24tb June 
1849 until the 14tli August 1849, when I left Calcutta^ 
and embarked on board of a large boat named the 
GoowUe for Ghazipoor, which is 500 or from that to 
600 miles by water up the rivers Hooghly and Ganges. 
Our boat was towed by a steamer. We used to get 
away at daylight in the morning, and anchor at dusk. 
We wei:e eighteen days on our passage, during which 
time I saw much to cause me to cry out, God, the 
^ dark places of the earth |tre full of the habitations of 
cruelty.' We landed at Ghazipoor on the 1st Sep- 
tember 1849, and marched into barracks, and remained 
in barracks until the 1st January 1850, when we 
marched into camp preparatory to marching en route 
to Cawnpore. Thus I began this year in a manner I 
never before commenced one ; and blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for bringing me 
safe so far through the year ! We marched from 
Ghazipoor on the 4th January, and marched into 
barracks at Cawnpore on the 28th of the same month, 
marching every day, Sundays excepted. Thus we had 
twenty-one days' march and four halt days. During 
our march, we met many thousands of natives going 
to and returning from some great Hindu festival 
These creatures travel until they are tired, and then 
they lie down under the trees and rest a few hours, 
and again commence their journey. Thousands of 
those poor creatures travel several hundred miles, and 
many of them die on the journey ; and I am told they 
believe that they thus merit heaven. What a delusion ! 
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No one can form an adequate idea of the idolatry and 
ignorance of those deluded creatures but those who 
have seen them. But you, dear Sir, know more of 
this than I can tell you. While looking at these 
things, I have been led to say, ' If the world is to be 
converted by the preaching of the gospel, what a tre- 
mendous field of labour is here for missionary labourers !' 
The more I reflect on these things, the more I am led 
to say, ' This is not the Lord's will — this is the times of 
the Gentile dispensation, and Ood is gathering in a 
people from among the nations of the earth to the 
praise of the glory of His grace— a remnant according 
to His electing love.' Oh that we may be found watch- 
ing for Him at His coming, and thus be caught up to 
meet Him in the skies, and thus be with Him for ever 
and ever, and shout with our whole heart, 'This is the 
Lord for whom we have waited, this Ood is our God 
for ever and ever!' We shall then be enabled to shout 
with full purpose of heart, ' Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power be unto our God which sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever ! ' Bev. 
and dear Sir, I will now make you acquainted with 
a thing that has harassed my mind very much during 
the last five or six weeks. It is about the subject of 
baptism ; whether the baptism I received in my infancy 
was a baptism at all or not We do not read of any 
one but believers being baptized in the days of primitive 
Christianity, and all appear to have been baptized by 
immersion. I know there is no virtue in the ordinance, 
neither would I say I cannot be saved without it This 
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subject has caused me much anxiety since I read 
Baptist Noel's speech when he was baptized. I thus 
open my mind to you, knowing you to be a faithful 
minister of the Lord Jesus, and one who careth for the 
souls of men, and one who is, I believe, desirous to 
fulfil all righteousness. Eev. and dear Sir, I hope you 
will forgive me for mentioning this subject to you. 
God knows my desire in so doing is not to satisfy an 
idle curiosity, but to know the will of God in all things, 
and not only to know, but to do it ; for our blessed Lord 
has said, ' If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them ; * and God knows it is my desire to do His 
will with all my heart, for I know that when I have 
done all, I am an unprofitable servant, for I have done 
nothing but my bounden duty; and I am fully per- 
suaded that I can do nothing to save myself, and that, 
if Christ had not died, I must have perished eternally 
and everlastingly. Therefore all my hope is in the 
Saviour, for the apostle hath said, ' Him hath God set 
forth as a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are passed,' and through Him is preached unto us the 
forgiveness of sins, and by Him we are justified freely 
from all things which we could not be by the law of 
Moses. I would now break out with the apostle and say, 
* Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into heaven ;' and, blessed be 
God, there He remaineth to make intercession for the 
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transgressors, and ' to receive all who come unto God 
by Him/ 

"Rev. Sir, be pleased to answer as soon as you 
can on the subject of baptism. I received the parcel 
you sent me. It contained five tracts and a letter. 
The names of the tracts are as follows, .... And with 
your letter of February 7,' the Church Missionary 
Paper, No. 127, for Michaelmas 1847. I was quite 
delighted with the reading of it, having been at most 
of the place* mentioned by Mr Leupolt. I have been 
at Benares and Ghazipoor, and have sailed by Patna, 
the scene of Mr Leupolt and other missionary labourers. 
I could fancy I saw them in their boat addressing 
alternately their multitude of hearers who stood on the 
banks of the river, eagerly devouring the words as they 
fell from the lips of the missionaries. May the God 
of all grace abundantly bless the labours of His faithful 
servants, wherever they stand up to preach a full and 
free salvation through the obedience and finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is the only name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby men can be saved ! 
These verses of the poet have often cheered my heart — 

' Till God in human flesh I see. 
My thoughts no comfort find, 
The holy, just, and sacred Three 
Are terrors to my mind. 

' But when Immanuel's face I see. 

My hope, my joy begins ; 
His name removes my slavish fear, 
His grace forgives my sins.' 

" Eev. Sir, I would say a few words on teetotalism. 
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I have found it good in India, as well as in other 
countries in which I have tried it. I marched from 
Ghazipoor to Cawnpore without any intoxicating liquor; 
and since I came to Cawnpore^ the company to which 
I belong was sent on escort after one of the Singhs 
and his private secretary, state prisoners, on their way 
down &om Lahore to Calcutta, nine days' march there 
and nine back, and only one halt-day during the time. 
This I also performed without anything of an intozi- 
cating nature, and I never performed any march before 
with so much ease and comfort to myself. So much 
for teetotalisnL About seventy of our regiment have 
died since we arrived in India. One of these, and only 
one, as far as I can learn, was acting on the teetotal 
principle. I have enjoyed very good health in general 
since I came to India. I had a slight touch of the 
fever while we lay at Ghazipoor, Which lasted four days 
only. I like the country very well ; and if it please 
God, I shall remain as long as the regiment remains in 
India. There has been a teetotal society formed here 
since the arrival of our regiment. I -send you enclosed 
the list of our proceedings, and rules of the society. 
.... My kind love to all my Christian friends, and I 
hope they will all pray for me, that I may be led into 
all truth, and hold the faith in the unity of the Spirit, 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Often 
you are all remembered in my poor prayers to our one 
God and Father. I have not yet received any letter 
from Swan Biver since I left it, but my thoughts are 
often there, and with you. I now conclude, and pray 
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Qod to bless you abundantly with all spiritual blessiags 
in Christ, and use you as an instrument in accom- 
plishing His work, and hastening His kingdom ; and I 
pray not only for you, but yours, and all that are near 
and dear unto you. I shall be glad to hear from you 
at any time, and will write to you of tener than I have 
done since I came to India. — I remain, your humble 
servant in Christ, John Wilcox, Corporal, 

"You will perceive by this that I am promoted. I 
was appointed full corporal on the 6th inst. from the 
2d inst" 

A printed paper was enclosed in this letter, giving 
an account of the formation of the " Cawnpore Total 
Abstinence Society/* at a meeting held in the Baptist 
Chapel, on the 6th April 1850, with the pledge and 
regulations which were then adopted. John Wilcox 
was unanimously elected secretary and treasurer. The 
spirit which pervaded this meeting, and the principles 
of those who originated the movement, may be xmder* 
stood from the first rule — " That every meeting of this 
society he opened and closed with prayer** The 
following pledge was unanimously adopted: — "I do 
voluntarily promise that I will abstain from ale, 
porter, wine, cider, ardent spirits, and all intoxicating 
liquors, and will neither give nor offer them to others, 
except as medicine or in a religious ordinance ; and I 
will endeavour to discountenance the causes and prac- 
tices of intemperance." 

This letter was answered as soon as possible ; but 
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Wilcox had taken the decisive step with reference to 
baptism before it reached him. His mind had been so 
thoroughly unsettled upon that subject that he could 
not long delay the act of obedience which he believed 
to be in accordance with the command of God There 
was no friend or pastor near him to direct his attention 
to the apostolic rule. His chief friends and fellow- 
helpers were Baptists. Their arguments were new to 
him. Their references to the Scriptures appeared to 
be unanswerable. His path of duty therefore appeared 
to be plainly marked out. The Christian soldier must 
retire, at least for a moment, from the field of battle 
while pressing on to certain victory with his well-tried 
sword, his shield of faith and his breastplate of right- 
eousness, because of some doubt respecting the form of 
his enlistment! The experienced believer must turn 
back from his going on ** unto perfection," and retrace 
the steps of his converted life to " lay again," because 
possibly at the first the right trowel had not been em- 
ployed, " the foundation of the doctrine of baptisms ! " 
Convinced that this was the will of God, Wilcox no 
longer hesitated His next letter, dated from Lahore, 
announced that he had taken this step, and gave his 
reasons. The same letter continues his experience as 
a Christian and a teetotaller. The soldier was soon 
at his post again in the thickest of the fight, after 
having satisfied himself with respect to the prelimi- 
naries of the engagement. His heart was too intent 
upon victory to admit of long-continued inactivity on 
the plea of doubts with respect to regulation-orders. 



CHAPTER VI. 



W^^i^tt. 



POLE-CLIMBING. 

" Soldier, go — ^but not to claim 

Mould'ring spoils of earth-bom treasure ; 
Not to build a yaunting name, 

Not to dwell in tents of pleasure. 
Dream not that the way is smooth, 

Hope not that the thorns are roses; 
Turn no wishful eye of youth 

Where the sunny beam reposes. 
Thou hast sterner work to do, 
Hosts to cut thy passage through, 
Close behind the gulfs are burning — 
FoBWASD — there is no returning." 

CharlotU Elissabeth. 



i 



"Lahobe, East Indies, lith April 1851. 

'* Eev. Sib, — By the grace of God, I am again per- 
mitted to trouble you with another of my ill-writ 
letters, in answer to your most kind and welcome letter 
of the 28th November 1850, which I received on the 

18th March 1851 I am, blessed be God, still 

in the land of the living, and striving to swim against 
the stream, sometimes with my head above water, and 
sometimes nearly or quite overflown with the flood of 
temptation. But, blessed be God, I am still enabled 
to cleave to Christ as my only refuge from the storm. 
When nearly sinking I am enabled to cry out, * Lord, 
save me or I perish/ And at other times I am so 
filled with wonder and amazement, that I am con- 
strained to cry out with the apostle, 'Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ ; * or in other words, * the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and power of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, . and his ways past 
finding out!' I find by daily experience 'that the 
heart is deceitfid above all things, and desperately 
wicked ; ' but my daily prayer is, ' Create in me a clean 

D 
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heart, God, and renew a right spirit within me ; ' and 
' Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me.' I have experienced much 
of the goodness of God since I wrote to you last. 
During our march from Cawnpore to Lahore, which 
occupied from the 3d January to the 11th of March, we 
were all debarred of the privilege of attending the 
public ordinances of the sanctuary, yet me and several 
other pious men used to retire in the evening to a 
cluster of trees sometimes, and at other times to the 
jungle, and there we would unite together in pouring 
out our souls to God in prayer and supplication and 
giving of thanks ; and often have our hearts been 
warmed with love to God and man, and we have been 
enabled to say with Jacob, * This was none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.' The 
Lord has indeed been often in the middle of our little 
assemblies, and blessed our souls. I can indeed say 
with the poet — 

' Why was I taught to hear Thy voice 

And enter while there 's room. 
While thousands make a wretched choice 
And rather starve than come V 

I must say, ' Even so, Father, because it seemed good 
in Thy sight.' 

"Rev. Sir, since I wix)te to you last, I have been 
baptized. Methinks I hear you saying, ' I hoped better 
things of you, and things that accompany salvation.' 
I must tell you, that the subject of baptism cost me a 
great deal of anxiety before I fully made up my mind 
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to be baptized. Sometimes I would think, Can the 
Baptists only be right, and all other denominations of 
the Church of Christ wrong, respecting this ordinance? 
Conscience said to me, ' To the law and to the testi- 
mony,' and if they speak not according to this, receive 
not their testimony. So I made it a subject of prayer, 
and searching the Scriptures, and, I believe, the Spirit 
of God convinced me by these means that it was my 
duty, if a believer in Christ, to be baptized in His 
name. I was accordingly baptized on the 30th June 
1850. In regard of falling in with a sect who told me 
that infant sprinkling was not baptism, no one ever 
mentioned anything of the kind to me. As I stated in 
my last letter, that reading the speech of the Hon. and 
Eev. Baptist Noel at his baptism, led me to reflect on 
the subject. Satan, I know, is more dangerous when 
he appears in the form of an angel of light than in 
any other way ; but I believe this to be the work of 
the Holy Spirit, applying the truths of God's Word to 
my immortal soul. We read nowhere in the New 
Testament of infants being baptized ; but we read of 
many being baptized, both men and women. We read 
that the jailer rejoiced, believing in God, with all his 
house. In regard of him and his household being 
baptized at night, and thereby leaving room to doubt 
whether he was immersed or water thrown on, we know 
it is a common thing to have bathing-places in such 
public buildings in Eastern countries, and there may 
have been such a place in the jail at Philippi, in which 
all the believers in the jailer's house may have been 
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baptized by immersion. Those three thousand on the 
day of Pentecost was the hardest difficulty I could see 
against immersion ; but when we recoUect that all the 
seventy disciples were at Jerusalem as well as the 
apostles, I conclude that it would not have been im- 
possible for them all to have been immersed. Seeing 
it would not have been above thirty-nine for each of 
them, which would not occupy above two hours, I 
think it probable that they all might have been im- 
mersed. Eev. Sir, I hope you will not think, by my 
thus speaking, that I am thinking of turning your 
teacher. I thus speak to inform you (and I would 
wish to do so in the greatest humility) the reason 
I have been baptized in what I believe now to be the 
scriptural and apostolical method of baptism. I believe 
the candidate for baptism to be believers, and the mode 
of administering the ordinance to be inamersion, and 
not sprinkling or pouring on of water. Enough on 
this subject* 

* It is due to the memoxy of such a man as Wilcox, that his rea- 
sons for such a step should be given in his own words. That they 
were sufficiently satisfactory to his own mind is quite evident. How 
far they may convince others is another question. Those who have 
experienced the climate of India or Syria, and have had the oppor- 
tunity of observing the circumstances in connexion with missionary 
labours, which resemble those of the apostolic age, may well wonder 
that, in the midst of illustrations explanatory of the Acts of the 
Apostles, such arguments could for a moment be entertained. With 
respect to immersion, we are qmte prepared to admit that it was 
the usual mode of administering baptism in the apostolic age, 
though we do not believe that by the meaning of the word, or by 
the nature of the command, or by the evidence of universal practice, 
immersion is made essential to the ordinance. The idea of a bath- 
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*' I will now make you acquainted with a little more 
of my experience as a teetotaller. Although India is 
spoken of as sickly and injurious to the European con- 
stitution^ I never enjoyed better health than I have 
done since I came to India. This I ascribe, under the 
blessing of Grod, to my being a teetotaller. During a 

ing-place in the jail at Philippi is absurd : but the three thousand 
persons who were converted on the day of Pentecost would, of 
course, in such a climate as that of India, be taken to the most con- 
venient place, where there was the greatest abundance of water, and 
where they would be able to step into the water, whether they were 
Subsequently immersed, or water was poured upon them. Going 
into the water, and standing in the water there, would be a matter 
of daily occurrence. In a colder climate, the same practice would 
involve much danger, especially to delicate persons, and for many 
reasons would be most inconvenient ; and we believe that, on this 
account, the mode of administering was left an open question, to be 
decided according to the difference of times and circumstances — 
this only being positively enjoined, that water should be employed 
as the visible sign, and that the person should be baptized in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And the fact 
is, that aU Christian denominations have been obliged to avail them- 
selves of this liberty with respect to circumstantials. Hence, if 
members of the Church of England should be asked to point out the 
apostolic precedent for the fonts in their churches, they may reply 
by an inquiry, which involves the same, if not a greater, difficulty, — 
"Where is the apostolic precedent for the baptizing in your 
chapels?" 

With respect to the objection to infant baptism, on the groimd 
that in the examples of apostolic practice, we read only of the bap- 
tism of adult believers. Upon the same principle, we might argue 
that the Church of England recognises only the baptism of adults^ 
because such baptisms are chiefly described in her missionary re- 
cords. From the nature of the case in a heathen country, or among 
unbeUeving Jews, the gospel would first be preached to adults, or 
adults would be the first subjects for Christian baptism. Subse- 
quently, baptized believera, like the circumcdsed belieFezs of the old 
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long march from Gawnpore to Lahore, part of which 
we were called upon to endure much difiScidty through 
wet, — one day in particular, we had to march for 
several miles under a very heavy fall of rain, and 
several miles to march half-way up the leg in water, 
besides having to walk through two places of water 
about ten or fifteen, or from that to twenty yards 
across — ^the first one was up to our hips, the other up 
to our armpits — and we had to remain with our wet 
clothes on until they got dry, for we had nothing to 
change ourselves, — many of our men, who before this 
had not been drawing any liquor, (for each man is 
allowed two drams a-day on the march, if he wishes to 
draw it,) on this occasion drew it ; but neither I nor 
my brother teetotallers ever drew any. I never felt 
any efiects from the wet or other inconveniences, besides 
being without any rations but half our meat and a 
drop of coffee until eight o'clock at night, and then we 
got no bread, only a small dumpling and the other half 
of our meat boiled. There are now only seven older 
soldiers than me in the regiment, and blessed be God, 
I am enabled to go through as much fatigue as most 
men, and more than a great many men in our regiment. 
I often bless God that ever He put it into my heart to 

eovenant, would bring their children to partake of the initiatory 
rite, and be received into corenant with Ood by a viaible sign and 
seal, especially when they were encouraged by the aaaurance, ** The 
promise is to you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call ; " and by the Lord's 
own gracious words, " Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for ol such is the kingdom of Ood." 
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be a teetotaUer, and I again say, the longer I try it^ 
the better I like it. My only beverage is water, and 
water is best Tell my Van Dieman*s Land teetotal 
friends this is the experience of one who has been 
trying teetotalism near seven years in Van Dieman's 
Land, Western Australia^ and East India. Rev. Sir, 
you are at liberty to publish this in any manner you 
think fit, or make it known in any way you may think 
it likely to do any good. I am happy to say that 
several of the greatest drunkards in our regiment have 
been reclaimed by the total abstinence principle. 
There are at present five of our teetotallers in hospital 
— ^two with sore eyes, two with fever, one with dysentery. 
About one hundred and twenty men have died since 
the regiment came to India; two only of these, I 
believe, were teetotallers, one of them had only been so 
about two or three months ; I do not know how long 
the other was. There is one man joined the regiment 
the other day who was left behind at Swan River, and 
was one of the Swan River teetotallers. He had to 
march from Chinsurah to Lahore, a distance of 1200 
miles. This he accomplished without any drink of an 
intoxicating nature. I believe, next to the glorious 
gospel, that teetotalism is the greatest blessing that 
ever reached this sinful world. Go on then, I say, 
teetotalism, and prosper, in the name of the Lord. 

" Rev. Sir, I remember the last letter you sent me 
before I left Swan River. You told me that I should 
find a change of clime, a change of customs, and many 
things to which I was then a stranger. This I have 



56 THE SUCCESSFUL POLE-CLIMBEB. 

indeed found to be the case. Here I am, indeed, sur- 
rounded by a lot of blind idolaters, and as yon remarked, 
many of mine own countrymen a very little better—^ 
yea, I consider worse, for they know better. Many of 
the natives, I doubt not, have never heard of the name 
of Jesus. I feel persuaded that the evil example of the 
European population of India does more harm to the 
natives of this country than most people believe. I 
remember a missionary of the Church of England 
Mission who came from Benares to Ghazipoor while 
we lay there. He was addressing us one evening, and 
while speaking. of the acuteness of the observation of 
the natives, he said, that one Sunday, when he had 
been preaching on the depravity of human nature, and 
telling his congregation that they all were sinners; 
after the service was over, one of his hearers, who was 
a Mohammedan, stopped him and said to him, ' Sahib, 
what do you mean by saying that all were sinners.' 
The missionary made answer, ' that all were sinners.' 
The Mohammedan contended that all were not sinners ; 
that his mistress, a pious lady, never sinned. The mis- 
sionary asked him how he knew she did not. Did he 
ever hear his mistress say so ? He said no ; but that 
he had been living with her some six or seven years, 
and that he never saw her angry, but she was always 
cheerful and happy, and her whole delight was in trying 
to do good. The missionary then asked him if he ever 
heard his mistress at prayer. He answered in the 
affirmative. Did you ever hear her confess herself a 
sinner? He said, yes he had — ^the vilest of sinners. 
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Then said the missionary, ' Does not this prove to you 
that what I was jireaching was the truth ? ' How loud 
does this lady's example extol the beauties of the 
Christian religion. In Lahore there is a very large 
population, all in Hindu and Mohammedan darkness ; 
and in this large pla«e there are only two missionaries 
of the American Presbyterian Mission, the chaplain to 
the troops, and one Boman Catholic priest, for the vast 
population of this great city. To speak after the 
•manner of men, there is work enough for twenty 
missionaries to accomplish in more than a century. 
If this vast country alone has to be converted by the 
preaching of the gospel, the end is not at hand. But 
this, I think, speaks loudly that this great work of 
bringing all nations under the obedience of the gospel 
is not to be accomplished by this agency, but by the 
personal coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the 
Lord prepare us for that great day, so that we may not 
be ashamed before Him at His coming. I received 
great good from the perusal of that little pamplet, 
' Christ is all.' 

" Please to write by return of post, as I long to hear 
from you as often as possible. — ^I remain, your humble 
servant in Christ, 

" John Wilcox, Fo. 577, 96eA Regt." 



f 



CHAPTER VIL 



"^U^OXt — (continued). 



THE STJCGESSFXJL FOLE-CUMBEB. 

" There are conflicts of spirit ; the strife within 
Is my heaviest trouble ; — renew'd each day, 
It will cease but with life. This war with sin. 

This thought still sustains — I am going away. 
I go where the war in my members shall cease, 
Where all wiU be purity, gladness, and peace." 



r 



The Christian soldier was now drawing near to the 
conclusion of his spiritual warfare. The victor's prize 
was about to be bestowed upon him. He wrote again 
in Pebruary of the following year (1852). He was 
stiU in the same quarters, but contemplating retire- 
ment from the army and from India. He had friends 
at home to whom he might be useful, and he longed 
for more liberty to enjoy the privileges of the Christian 
Sabbath. But while this plan was being arranged in 
his mind, his heavenly Captain was preparing him for 
a better home — a more perfect "keeping of Sabbath." 
An experienced eye will recognise the evidence of 
approaching promotion in this his last letter, and in 
the extracts from his journal, which follow the descrip- 
tion of his last moments. In weakness he was " still 
pursuing." While distrusting himself, he depended 
with implicit confidence on Divine grace. Though 
conscious of his miserable deserts, he realised the se- 
curity of the Christian covenant, and the blessed assur- 
ance of his completeness in Christ, to whom he desired 
to depart, if it were the will of God. The sinner saved 
by grace, but worn by the toil of warfare, longed for 
rest — ^that rest, if it might be, which the believer at 
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once enjoys when he is " absent from the body^ and 
present with the Lord.'' 

"Lahore, East Indies, Fdtruary 2, 1852. 

" Rev. Sir, — ^With pleasure I take my pen in hand 
to answer yours of the 29th September 1851, which I 
received on the 31st December, and was happy to hear 
of your welfare. May God continue to bless you thus, 
and to prosper the work of your hand. I am still, by 
the mercy of God, in the land of the living, and in the 
enjoyment of the greatest of all temporal blessings, 
good health, and have enjoyed this, with very little 
variation, since my arrival in India. I have been in 
hospital four times with fever since my arrival in India> 
in all, twenty-three days, and eleven days with sore eyes. 
Since our arrival at Lahore, which was on the 1 1 th March 
1851, about one hundred and twenty men have died, 
five women, and a great many children ; and I regret 
to say that, amidst all this mortality, the greater part 
of my comrades are still living as though they were to 
live here for ever. I rejoice to say I am still, by the 
grace of God, eiideavouring to swim against the stream, 
or, as they have it in our regiment, divibing the pole. 
By this, I think, we may learn that men of the world 
think it hard to be a Christian, for we know that 
climbing a greasy pole is no easy task. And when 
any, who have seemed to bid well for the kingdom, 
return back again to seek pleasure in this world, the 
word runs through the regiment, such an individual 
was climbing the pole, but he slipped^ and down he 
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came by the nm. This teaches me the necessity of 
combining watchfulness with prayer, and prayer with 
watchfuhiess. May God, of His infinite mercy, grant 
me grace to combine these two necessary graces to- 
gether, and then I know that nothing shall be able to 
overcome me, but I shall be enabled to go on my 
Christian course, 'rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
God/ I still feel that I carry about in my bosom an 
evil and deceitful heart — one that would often lead me 
astray was it not for the grace of God. I am often 
constrained to say with the poet — 

' Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I *m constrain'd to be 1' 

And I would also say — 

' May that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee.' 

" I feel thankful that I have one who cares for my 
soul, although at so great a distance from me. Bev. 
Sir, you are a stranger to the remaining corruptions 
that dwell in my heart, or you would not have such a 
high opinion of my steadfastness ; but still I feel 
assured, that for me ' to live is Christ ' (or to do the 
work of Christ), ' to die ' will be ' gain.' Por I have 
a desire when I depart ' to be with Christ ; ' and why ? 
because ' it is far better.' But I would desire to wait 
the Lord's pleasure ; although at times, when reflecting 
upon the joy which awaits the dying believer, I am led 
to cry out, in the words with which the Apostle John 
concludes the book of Eevelation, 'Even so, come. 
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Lord Jesus, coine quickly.' But these blessed feelings 
are only transitory, for they are soon vanished I 
wrote to you on the 14th April 1851, but I see by 
your letter you had not received it when you wrote ; 
but I hope it has come to hand ere this. If so, I doubt 
not but some part of it astonished you — I allude to my 
having been baptized by immersion, beUeving this to 
be the scriptural mode of administering this ordinance, 
God knows that this is my only reason. It has caused 
a great deal of coldness to be manifested towards me 
from some individuals with whom I used to be on 
very intimate terms. It is no more than I expected ; 
but I have endeavoured to 'Keep a conscience void of 
offence, both towards Gk)d and man.' 

"I still continue, by the blessing of God, a tee- 
totaller, and hope to live and die one. I was glad to 
hear that a teetotal convention was to be held in 
Hobart Town. I hope much good has resulted from such 
a meeting, and that many through it have been added 
to the lists. I regret to say. that some who were once 
stanch members of this principle are going back again 
to the ranks of — I will not say drunkenness, but 
drinking. But I rejoice to say that we have many in 
the regiment who yet stand stanch to their principle, 
and are enabled with myself to say, the longer they try 
it the better they like it. Blessed be God for what He 
has accomplished by and through this principle. I 
sincerely pray that it may go on and prosper, and that 
many thousands may through it be reclaimed from the 
ranks of the drunkai'd, and become ornaments of so- 
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ciety, and humble followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus. 

" I shall now proceed to inform you of my privileges 
at Lahore. We have a place to which we can retire 
both for social and private prayer. There are a num- 
her of us meet together every evening. On Mondays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays we have a prayer-meeting. On 
Tuesdays and Thursdays I read a sermon or lecture if 
I am there ; if not, one of the brethren do it for me, 
for they selected me as their leader. We have a Bible- 
class meeting on Wednesday evening, conducted by 
the Presbyterian missionary. During the cold weather, 
we have a prayer-meeting on Sunday morning at seven 
o'clock, and we have in contemplation a Sunday after- 
noon meeting for reading and hearing each other's 
opinion upon the Scriptures. I have of late read 
through to them Gilson on the ' Second Advent,' and 
your lectures on * The Signs of the Times,' and your 
sermon on * Our Dangers and our Duties in the Days 
of Evil ;' and many of them have of late been led to 
consider it their duty to observe 'the signs of the 
times>' and to look for the coming of their Lord. Oh 
that many may be led to reflect on the glorious coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Your lectures, and those of 
Mr Gilson, I have got bound into one book, and it is 
seldom with me. First one has it, and then auother, 
so that its contents are being spread about It is my 
constant prayer that many may be led to reflect on the 
things contained therein. I have of late read several 
tracts by one Rev. J. C. Ryle, rector of Helmingham, 

E 
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Suifolk; among them one on the wise and foolish 
virgins, which he has named 'WatcL' He believes 
this parable to allude entirely to the second coming of 
Christ. The wise, as well as the foolish sleepers, he 
represents as the Church as it now stands with its 
nominal and real members — all being asleep as regards 
the second coming of Christ I daresay you have seen 
them; if not, it would be worth your while to get 
them for circulation ; for the Lord has made them a 
great blessing in our regiment, in edifying His believ- 
ing children. Eev. Sir, I hope you will pardon the 
liberty I thus take in recommending those tracts ^tof 
your notice. It is love to the souls of my fellow- 
creatures which causes me thus to write. .... 

" Rev. Sir, you serve a good Master, who will not 
forget your work of faith and labour of love. I am 

glad to hear that you shew my letters to W and 

his wife. Tell him from me that I have often thought 
about him since I left Perth, and I hope both him and 
his wife have given their hearts to the Lord, and that 
they have found peace and joy in believing, and that 
they are now going on in their Christian course, ' re- 
joicing in hope of the glory of God,' and that they 
have found Christ's yoke easy and His burden light, 
when compared to the sinful yoke of Satan, and the 
heavy burden of their sins : for we read that ' the 
way of transgressors is hard ;' but that 'wisdom's' (or 
Christ's) 'ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace.' Give my Christian love to all who 
lov« the Lord Jesus, and have manifested their love by 
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a consistent walk and conversation, and tell them that 
I expect them to look ifpwards to heaven, and onwards 
to eternal glory, and to remember what they are seek- 
ing and what they are encouraged to expect — ' a crown 
of glory, that fadeth not away/ I feel thankful for 
the tract you sent me. Jesus is indeed 'mighty to 
save.' Oh that we all knew His full salvation, and, 
beKeving in it, may we rejoice. I have, by the dis- 
tinguishing mercy of God, lived to be the oldest soldier 
in the regiment. I hope, with the Divine blessing, to 
be invalided at the next invalid-board sitting, if I am 
spared until then. I can candidly inform you that I 
have had enough both of soldiering and India. I do 
not say this in a murmuring manner, but I have a 
desire, in accordance with the apostle's injunction, to 
be set at liberty — ' Art thou called, being a servant ? 
care not for it ; but if thou may est be made free, use 
it rather/ And there are some of my dear relations 
who are yet in their sins, I have reason to fear, and 
who knows but the Lord may make me the meails, in 
Bfis hand, of leading some of them to the Saviour. 
And another reason of my desiring to quit the service 
is, that I may be enabled to spend my Sabbaths in a 
better manner than I possibly can do while I remain 
in the service. I wiU now conclude ; and my sincere 
prayer is, that * the God of Peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make you perfect in every good work to do His 
will, working in you that which is w«ll-pleasing in His 
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sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.' — I remain, your humble servant in 
the bonds of the gospel, John Wilcox'' 

This was the conclusion of his correspondence. The 
next soldier's letter from India was written in a 
strange hand, though bearing the counter-signature of 
the same commanding officer of the 96th Eegiment. 
It was from a brother-soldier, Serjeant J. Howard. On 
opening it, we read as follows : — 

*' Lahore, East Indies, 9th July 1852. 

*' My bear Sib, — ^It is wit^h deep regret that I write 
this to inform you of the death of Corporal John Wil- 
cox. Yet'he is not dead, but sleepeth. Dead to this 
world, but alive in Christ Jesus. Lord, let me 
'live the life of the righteous, that my last end may 
be like his.'* I have no doubt, Sir, but that you 
would like to know something about the last hours of 
him who I know respected you as a father in Christ 
Jesus ; therefore, in this letter, I send all the particu- 
lars that I am in possession of; also some extracts 
from his daily journal. His complaint was dysentery. 
He went into hospital on the 3d June 1852. He 
complained of it for several days previous. I visited 
him almost every evening during his illness, and I do 
not remember at any time seeing him impatient, or 

* The inverted commas are copied from the letter. The serjeant 
evidently thought that he was quoting the words of Balaam : but 
he has Improved the wish of the worldly prophet. 
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hearing a murmur or complaint from him, although 
at times he was in great bodily pain. The Lord was 
pleased to strengthen him in all his afflictions. He 
was at all times, in sickness or in health, a bright and 
shining light. His conduct, in quarters or out, at 
home or abroad, was as it becometh the gospel of 
Christ, which he professed. He was one of the few 
who were not ashamed to confess ChHst and Him 
crucified, and to own themselves His devoted followers. 
Wilcox, ever since I knew him, was a man highly 
esteemed, and respected by all who knew him for his 
uprightness and consistent conduct. Since the regi- 
ment arrived in India, those who have not been 
ashamed to acknowledge Christ and Him crucified as 
their Lord and Saviour, and in spite of every opposi- 
tion, are determined stiU to press on toward the mark 
for the prize of their high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, have been termed 'pole-climbers' by the un- 
godly of the regiment. As soon as a man or a woman 
is seen reading their Bibles or other pious books, con- 
versing and mingling with pious men, they are put 
down directly as 'pole-climbers/ Often have I heard 
those who make a mock at religion, and laugh and 
even scorn those who make a profession of religion, 
say that Wilcox was the only consistent Christian 
amongst us, and tJie only one who had reached the 
top of the pole. He, they said, had done so, and was 
going down on the other side. In my opinion, they 
could not have hit upon a more correct illustration of 
the Christian's journey than that of ' pole climbers' 
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The path of the Christian trayeller is not one that is 
easily trod. No : for it is with eautiozi, watchfulness, 
and prayer that he is enabled to keep ^thin the 
precincts of that path which leadeth to eternal life. 
To do this he must be constant in prayer, pleading for 
fresh supplies of grace to help in every time of need. 
The prize which the Christian is contending for, lies 
not in the path in which he is journeying, but in the 
end he receives it. Thus it is represented by those 
who climb the greasy pole. The prize is at the top, 
and it is with the greatest difficulty that it is obtained. 
Often might those who contend for it, after getting a 
few feet up, come tumbling down again, and it is not 
until after repeated attempts that they are able to 
attain their object. So it is with the Christian. He 
has much to contend with, and it is not until after 
many slippings and slidings (if not falls) he is able to 
finish his course with joy. I merely mention these 
facts to shew you with what contempt the pious men 
in the regiment are held in by those who care not for 
these things, and how highly Wilcox was esteemed 1^ 
them for the uprightness of his conduct. My visits to 
him were frequent during his short illness. If I could 
recollect half the conversation that passed between us 
I should not have sufficient room in this to c<mtain it 
But, however, what I can remember I will insert here. 
Whenever I went to see him I always found him in a 
happy frame of mind, calmly resting on the will of the 
Lord. When speaking to him of Christ and of heavenly 
things, he was most cheerful and happy. One evening 
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when I was with him We had been talking of different 
subjects. At last he said to me, * Come, Joe, have you 
not got a word of comfort to say about good things?' 
— as he frequently used to call spiritual conversatioa 
Sometimes I would say to him — ' Well, John, how are 
you getting on? Do you feel any better ? ' According 
to his feelings, he used to reply. Sometimes he said — 
' that if the Lord thought fit to take him, he was will- 
ing to depart and be with Christ' Much conversation 
upon religious subjects passed between us and other 
Christian friends, the substance of which I have for- 
gotten. I had not the least idea that I should write 
such a letter as this, for during his illness I was in 
hopes that the Lord would be pleased to restore him 
again to health : ' but our ways are not as His ; nor 
our thoughts as His thoughts/ The day previous to 
his death, the Lord was pleased to afflict me with 
fever and ague, so that I was obliged to go into hos- 
pital This disease lasted but a short time, so that a 
short time after I went into hospital I got the better 
of it. I went to Wilcox's cot and read a portion of 
Scripture to him, and had some interesting conversa- 
tion with him. I cannot say whether he had any 
idea himself that he was so near his last hour upon 
earth, for he did not say so in my hearing ; but I be- 
lieve he told the serjeant-major of the regiment that he 
should not live long, and that his sickness was unto 
death. About six or seven o'clock in the evening, one 
or two Christian brethren came to see him, and re- 
mained with him all the evening, reading different 
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passages of Scripture to him. I remained with him 

after they had left, conversing with him. Early the 

following morning I was with him, and read a letter 

to him, for he was too weak to bear mnch. I thought 

I could see but little alteration in him from what I 

saw the night before. I left him for a short time, and 

while I was lying on my cot, the man who was sitting 

up with him came in a hurry, sajring that he was 

dying. I jumped from my cot in an instant and went 

to him. Then, and not until that moment, did I think 

that the time appointed for him to enter the realms 

of eternal bliss was come. When I went to his cot I 

asked him how he felt He made no answer : but that 

look of calmness and of meek resignation satisfied me 

that all was well with him. The man who was sitting 

np with him told me that he had a fit just before I 

went to him. He was lying on his back, breathing 

with rather more difficulty than I had before seen him. 

I took hold of his hand, and it was quite cold. So were 

his feet. Bottles of warm water were applied to his 

feet and legs, but all was of no use. About a quarter 

past ten o'clock he had another fit for a few minutes. 

In less than a quarter after, his happy spirit was in the 

bosom of his Saviour, who redeemed him with His 

own precious blood. So quiet was his departure, that 

although I sat by his side, I did not know that his 

happy spirit had taken its flight for some minutes. 

Without a sigh or a groan he left this sinful world, 

and he is now where there is no sin nor sorrow — ^where 

all tears are wiped from his eyes. He was thirty-eight 



LAHORE. 73 

years of age, and twenty-four in the regiment. The 
man who was with him gave me the following infor- 
mation of what occurred previous to my going to him. 
The following is correct, as far as I can remember : — 
* I had,' he said, 'often heard Wilcox say that he 
wished he was at home ' (meaning his heavenly home). 
This I know was a very common expression of his 
when anything troubled or crossed him, which was not 
of slight occurrence. I said to him — * John, I have 
often heard you say that you wished you were at homa 
Do you wish so now?* He said, with some feeling, ' I 
do wish I was at home.' And then he repeated those 
beautiful lines — 

* Far from a world of grief and sin 
With my God eternally shut in.' 

Sir, I cannot do justice to his memory ! Would 
that I could ! You, Sir, have known him longer than 

1 have, and are more acquainted with his private life, 
by his constant correspondence with you. Therefore 
I will say no mora But I hope that you, who I 
know was interested in his spiritual welfare, will, from 
what you read in this poorly- wrote letter, have a good 
hope that he is gone to that rest ' which remaineth for 
the people of God.' 

" The following is extracted from his private writing 
and daily journal. He commenced his journal on the 
1st Januaiy 1852, as follows : — 

" 'Having been, by the mercy of God, spared to com- 
mence another year, I am resolved, by the help of 
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Almighty God, to be more watchful over my conduct 
than I hitherto have been during the remainder of my 
life. I will, by the help of God, unless prevented by 
sickness, read daily some portion of God's Word, which 
is able to make me wise unto salvation, through faith 
in Christ Jesus. I will also commence and end each 
day with prayer and praise. I will also watch for 
opportunities for retirement to hold communion with 
God during the day. I will endeavcor to find time 
each day to spend a short time in meditating on 
heaven. I will never wilfully absent myself from the 
means of grace. I will also examine myself at the 
close of each day to see how it has been spent; and may 
God, in His infinite mercy, help me to be faithful in 
this important duty ! I will always give of my sub- 
stance something towards the extension of Christ's 
kingdom in the world ; and I will, by God's hdp, love 
all men that love the Lord Jesus Christ, and will 
endeavour, as far as in me lieth, to point poor anners 
to " the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world." I humbly beseech the Almighty God to 
enable me to carry into practice these resolutions, and 
ever to bear in mind, that salvation is not by works of 
righteousness that I have done, or oan do, but by 
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ. 

" ' In taking retrospect of the past year, I find much 
to mourn over, both in word and deed. Oh that I 
may be enabled to live more close to God during tlie 
present year ! Attended chapel this evening, and en- 
joyed it much. Bead one of Mr -'s lectures on 
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" the Signs of the Times." May God in mercy give me 
grace to diatinguish the signs of the times, and may 
Christ be formed in my heart, the hope of glory, and 
then I shall not be ashamed before Him at His com- 
ing, but shall be enabled to cry, in the triumphant 
language by which St John closes the book of Revela- 
tion — "Even so, come. Lord Jesus/' I will conclude my 
first day's journal by confessing I am a sinner, justly 
deserving to be banished for ever from Thy presence ; 
but cast myself and all my sins on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and my only hope is laid on what He has done 
and suffered for me. 

-"6th Janimry 1852. — Time is hastening away. 
Eternity is fast approaching. Oh that I may so num- 
ber my days that I may apply my heart- unto wis- 
dom ! Felt great liberty in prayer this evening. Was 
drawn out in supplication for the heathen. May the 
Lord hear and answer my prayer for myself and others, 
and may He bestow upon me the grace of watchful- 
ness and the spirit of prayer, so that I may go on my 
way rejoicing, in hope of the glory of God, and finally 
obtain the crown of glory which the Lord Jesus Christ 
has laid up for those who love and serve Him ! Blessed 
Jesus ! Thou art the chief among ten thousand, and 
the altogether lovely. On Thee alone do I place my 
hope. Let not my hope be that of the hypocrite, which 
perisheth, but the hope of him that believeth to the 
saving of the soul. And to Thee, blessed Jesus, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit^ will I ascribe equal 
and everlasting glory. 
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"'lUh January 1852. — I feel daily that I carry 
about in my bosom a hard heart, that is deceitful and 
desperately wicked. Was I left to work out my own 
salvation, I should never reach the realms of bliss. 
But, blessed be God ! He hath loved me, and given His 
Son to die for my sins, and to rise again for my jus- 
tification. Oh that I may be justified freely by God's 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, on whom I cast all my hopes of heaven 
after death, and of peace and joy while I remain on 
earth ! 

" ' Slst January 1852. — By the blessing of God I 
am spared to see the end of another day, week, and 
month. On taking retrospect of the past month, I 
have much to mourn over. May God in mercy forgive 
the past, and make me more watchful in future ! Wrote 
part of a letter to Mr Hackhouse to-day. May the 
Lord grant that it may safely reach its destination ! I 
have received a great blessing while writing this letter. 
May it be as great a blessing to him while reading it ! 
May God in mercy sanctify my heart for the duties 
and privileges of the approaching Sabbath, and grant 
me grace to be, like His servant of old, " in the Spirit 
on the Lord's day ! " and grant me a foretaste of that 
bliss and felicity which those glorified souls now enjoy 
who are " absent from the body " and " present with 
the Lord ! " 

" * Tuesday, 17th February 1852. — Another day is 
gone, and I have to confess that I have not lived up to my 
privileges. Much has been said, and done, and thought 
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that ought not. I pray Grod to forgive me for this, and 
grant me more grace and watchf uhiess in future. I still 
feel that the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked. 

Lord ! cleanse my heart from all uncleanness, and 
give me a heart to love Thee in sincerity and in truth ! 

'*' Friday, 5th March 1852. — I am thankful for 
being yet in the land of the living. May God's past 
mercies to me constrain me to trust Him where I can- 
not trace Him. Oh that I may ever feel thankful ! 
Attended the church-meeting this evening, and found 
it good, and hope what we all attended to may be pro- 
fitable for us all, 

" * Thursday, 11th March 1852. — my soul, thou 
art spared to see the close of another day ! How much 
has been said and done contrary to the Divine will! 
Forgive, O Lord, I humbly entreat Thee, what has 
been contrary to Thy will, and give me grace to be 
more watchful in future ! And, blessed Jesus ! I hum- 
bly beseech Thee to wash me in Thy blood daily ; for 

1 feel that, without Thy daily washing and cleansing, 
I shall be filthy, and not meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. 

"' Wednesday, 24ith March 1852. — Spared to the 
close of another day. This has been a rough and 
stormy day, reminding me of the tempest that often 
occurs between the Spirit and the flesh, the one warring 
against the other. Lord ! I beseech Thee supply 
me with grace to subdue the carnality that dwells in 
me. May the Lord give me, with aU his other bless- 
ings, that of a thankful heart ! 
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*"Thursday,7thMay'\S52,—"Whom the Lordloveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth/' Have been troubled with the bowel complaint 
these four or five days. Went to hospital this morning 
and got some medicine ; bnt I do not think it does me 
any good, for I am worse than before I took it. The 
will of the Lord be done. Lord, if Thou art about 
to lay a severe affliction upon me, give me grace to 
bear it patiently ! And should it be sickness unto 
death, I entreat Thee to be with me while passing 
through the valley of the shadow of death, and guide 
me unto Thy heavenly Canaan, and suffer not the 
enemy of souls to triumph over me in the last great 
struggle, but give me grace to die, boldly declaring 
the power of Jesus to save sinners ; so that some pcJor 
sinner might, through my triumphant death, be turned 
from the world €o Jesus the sinners* friend. 

" ' Wednesday, 2d June 1852. — " Take up my cross 
and follow me," are the words of Christ. And yet how 
backward am I at times to obey this command ; for 
often, when the blessed Spirit convinces mfe of this 
command, I reason with flesh and blood, and often 
leave imdohe what my own spirit, together with the 
Spirit of God, commands me to do. Lord, I humbly 
entreat Thee to forgive my past omissions in this, and 
give me grace to be obedient unto death in this and 
in all Thy divine commands ! Aild if by grace I should 
be enabled to walk in all the commandments of the 
law blameless, may I not put my trust in this — but 
this be all my plea, " Christ Jesus came iiito the world 
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to save sinners/' and I would add, "of whom I am 
chief."' 

'' This is the last that he wrote ; for the day after he 
wrote it he went into hospital, and did not leave it 
alive. * Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; 
for the end of that man was peace.' J. H.'' 

This deeply interesting communication was accom- 
panied by the following note : — 

"Rev. Sie, — ^At the request of a few Christian 
friends I have written and sent to you the enclosed 
letter, with extracts of Wilcox's private writings. I 
have been thinking that a tract or pamphlet might be 
published expressly for the use of soldiers. Should 
you think any good might be done by such a publica- 
tion, and would take it in hand to do so, you can make 
use of anything I have written ; or should you wish for 
any more extracts from his journal, let me know, and, 
with the assistance of a friend or two, I will send the 
whole. It is from the 1st January 1852 to the 2d 
June. Some are very long. I leave it to you. Sir, to 
act which way you think will be for the best for the 
honour and glory of our blessed Saviour, into whose 
hands I commit myself. I shall think it a great favour 
if you would be kind enough to acknowledge the 
receipt of this when convenient, and, when you have 
made up your mind what you intend to do. May the 
Lord ever bless you in all you say or do ! Go on in 
the glorious work you are engaged in. He who has 
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led you hitherto will never forsake you. — I am your 
unworthy fellow-traveller to Zion, J. H. 

" I hope that the Total Abstinence Society is pro- 
gressing. I am one of near four years' standing." 

The name of John Howard was noticed among the 
members of the committee in the printed paper of the 
Cawnpore Total Abstinence Society, formed in April 
1850. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
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" Needs there the praise of the love-written record, 
The name and the epitaph graved on the stone ? 
The things we have lived for — let them be our story. 
We ourselves best remember'd by what we have done. 



« 



Not myself, but the truth that in life I have spoken — 
Not myself, but the seed that in life I have sown — 

Shall pass on to ages ; all about me forgotten, 
Save^the truth I have spoken, the things I have done." 



V 



When we review the life of this Christian soldier, 
though the details have been gathered chiefly from his 
own letters, we lose sight of the man, and forget the 
human instrumentality in our admiration of the tri^ 
umphs of Omnipotent grace. 

He was, indeed, to use the expression of the inspired 
apostle, "taken hold of" by the Almighty. He was 
brought by the arm of Jehovah " out of darkness unto 
his marvellous light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God/' * How remarkable was the interference of Divine 
grace in that turning-point of his life, when he was 
persuaded to return to his quarters at Perth, instead 
of deserting from the regiment ! Sunday followed. 
It happened, or rather it was so ordered, that on that 
day the oflSciating minister should give notice of an 
approaching confirmation. He little thought that one 
of two or three soldiers in the congregation would be 
disposed to respond to the invitation which was then 
given ; but at that moment the Holy Spirit inclined 
the wiU of Wilcox to take the decisive step, and he 
resolved at once to enlist as a faithful soldier in the 
ranks of the Christian army. Well might he exclaim, 

♦ PhiL iiL 12.— Greek. 
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His hope rested upon the finished work of Christ. In 
that precious Saviour he always saw a perfect right- 
eousness, a complete salvation ; of himself, even when 
describing his works of faith, he was always ashamed 
His letters and journal abound with sentiments of 
self-abasement and contrition, and that, too, at a time 
when the worldly men of the regiment were admiring 
his consistency, and declaring their belief that " he had 
really reached the top of the pole" 

HIS SINCERE AlH) LASTING REPENTANCE. 

It was never "repented of." It was with him a 
habit of life, which every day became more fully 
established, and was more perfectly exemplified as he 
advanced in the knowledge of God, and became better 
acquainted with the wickedness of his own heart. He 
was always forsaking sin, and always desiring to for- 
sake it more entirely. It was his daily work " to put 
off the old man with his deeds, and to put on the new 
man which, after God, is created in righteousness 
and true holiness." 

mS WALK OP FAITH. 

Having learned to regard the Almighty as a recon- 
ciled Father in Christ, he was accustomed ever after to 
apply to Him under all circumstances, and always to 
depend upon His unfailing promises. He acknow- 
ledged the Lord in all his ways ; and in everything, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, made his 
requests known imto Him. A worldly mind would 
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ridicule the idea of inditing a letter in the spirit of 
prayer, and praying at the same time that the writer 
of the expected reply might be instructed by the Most 
High ; but to Wilcox this seemed natural ; it was in 
accordance with his daily practice. Truly he was 
rewarded in that as in other instances, when the 
answer so fully and so promptly satisfied his inquiries, 
that it seemed to have been brought upon an angel's 
wings. 

THE CHIEF DESIBE OF HIS HEABT. 

He desired, above all things, to do the will of God, 
and thereby to prove the sincerity of his love. It was 
this which induced him to adopt the principles and 
practice of teetotalism so heartily. It was this which 
led him, after some years of steady progress, to retrace 
the steps of his Christian course, that he might enter 
the gate and receive the visible sign in a manner, as it 
seemed to him, in more exact conformity with the 
Divine institution of baptism. Under the influence of 
this desire, he prayed continually that he might " both 
perceive and know what things he ought to do, and 
also have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same." 

HIS DILIGENT IMPEOVEMENT- OF HIS " ONE TALENT." 

It was but one in comparison with the opportunities 
and abilities of many. What could an individual do 
for God in a situation so subordinate, so much exposed 
to temptations, and so peculiarly beset by difficulties. 
Wilcox felt the difficulty of his undertaking from the 
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first, and therefore songht for that strength which is 
''made perfect in weakness;" but he had no so(mer 
taken the decisive step as a faithful soldier and servant 
of CSirist, than he began to work for his Lord and 
Saviour, Through his persuasion, his comrades of the 
detachment at Perth, in* Tasmania, united with him in 
Christian profession and fellowship. Eemoved to 
George Town, he commenced and maintained a meet- 
ing for reading the Scriptures and prayer, and formed 
a teetotal society, though unassisted by ininisterial 
influence ; while his spare time was occupied by kind 
attentions to a poor old man, who was totally blind, 
and dependent upon charity. In Western Australia, 
his zeal and energy revived the hearts of the few faith- 
ful servants of Christ with whom he was there asso- 
ciated, and by his instrumentality a teetotal society 
was also established in that locality. In India, we find 
him engaged in the same works of faith and labours of 
love. The rules of the Cawnpore Total Abstinence 
Society, and different allusions in his letters to religious 
meetings which were held when the regiment was 
marching, as well as in quarters, and in which he evi- 
dently took a leading part, declare plainly that the 
change of climate and of circumstances had produced 
no alteration in his principles or his practice. What 
an interesting view of a soldier's usefulness is opened 
to lis by that brief notice, in one of his last letters, of 
the little prayer-meetings whick he held with *' some 
other pious men,"' sometimes ''under a cluster of trees/' 
at other times " in the jungle I " He was the active 
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agent in conjaeidon with these helps bjr the way ; and 
so at Lahore, when a few faithful men were penmtted 
to meet together for mutual edification, it seemed to 
be a matter of course that he should preside^ if pireseiD^ 
and the proceedixigs were arranged bjr him. *' I read 
a sermon or a lecture if I am there ; if not, oine of the 
brethren does it for me, for they have selected me as 
their leader." This was mo vain boast It was the 
simple statement of a matter of f aet which could not 
have been otherwise. His infiuenee and attainments 
were universal^ acknowledged, even by those who 
were disposed to ridicule religious characters. Hjb 
single talent was indeed improved. It was doubled 
and trebled by diligent occupation. 

Such an example should encourage the faint-hearted 
believer, and arouse the slothful to earnest activity. 
Is the reader's talent buried in the earth because it is 
only one, and therefore too little f oar use ? Let it be 
dug up at once, and invested tike that of Wilcox. 
Who can justify idleness, or plead the want of oppor- 
tunity in excuse for neglect, when an insignificant 
soldier accomplished so much with so few means at 
his disposal ? 

An important part of the improvement of his one 
talent was connected with the teetotal movement 
Although not addicted to intoxicatrng Hquors, he per- 
ceived the Christian duty of total abstinence from them 
when the subject was explained to him ; and having 
signed the pledge on conviction, and with a sincere 
desire to promote the glory of God, he continued to 
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advocate the principle consistently during the remain- 
der of his life. 

And in this respect his talent is still invested, the 
interest being left for the benefit of those who are still 
engaged with the temptations of corrupt mortality. 
What does the experience of Wilcox teach us upon the 
subject of total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors ? 
Not only the Christian duty of the preacher, but its 
importance also as conducive to health in the trjring 
climate of India, as weU as in the more healthful air 
of Tasmania. Wilcox adopted the principle of total 
abstinence chiefly for the benefit of others; but the 
practice of that principle, under the Divine blessing, pre- 
served his own health amid all the trials of a soldier's 
life in India^ so that he lived to be the oldest soldier in 
the regiment, while so many of his comrades were 
cut ofi". 

Thus the Christian soldier, though dead, yet speak- 
eth. May his feeble voice be so empowered by the 
Spirit of God, that it may sound like a trumpet-blast 
through the ranks of the British army, gaining all in 
every place who call upon the name of the Lord Jesus ! 
May the people of the Lord be aroused to consider 
their duty with reference to the monster-evil — ^the be- 
setting sin of the day ! And lest the medical question 
should suggest a difficulty, let them bear in mind, from 
this example, that by practising total abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors upon Christian principles, they 
will contribute to their own health and comfort, while 
they will use one of the best means for promoting the 
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glory of God, and the present and fature welfare of 
mankind. 

But let Wilcox's teetotalism be clearly understood. 
He did not exchange one evil habit for another equally 
injurious, nor substitute total abstinence for the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Depending for salvation upon the finished work of 
Christ alone, he desired in all things to be conformed 
to His divine example. Hence, while he was a Chris- 
tian teetotaller, he was also a teetotal Christian — a 
Christian in the highest and best sense of the term ; 
altogether depending upon Christ — altogether devoted 
to His service. 

Reader, apply earnestly to the Divine Redeemer. 
Ask for His grace ; accept His proffered mercy ; lean 
your whole heart upon His finished salvation, and 
devote yourself to be His for ever. You will then be 
enabled to enjoy the privileges, and do the works of 
faith ; you will receive wisdom and ability to glorify 
your God and Saviour in the humblest station, even 
though one talent only should be apportioned to you 
for improvement; in short, yours will be a life, a 
death, a warfare perhaps, but a final triumph, like that 
of Corporal Wilcox, the successful pole-climber — ^the 
Christian soldier. 

THE Em). 
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